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Kyle is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 180, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kyle 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kyle A. Deters for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE OREO COOKIE 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
a moment to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the Oreo. In 1912—the same year the 
South Pole was discovered, and the Titanic 
sank—the Oreo was first introduced. Growing 
up, there were many days where I would 
enjoy dunking an Oreo in my milk and that tra-
dition continues today with children and adults 
all over the globe. There is no doubt Oreos 
bring joy to many people throughout the world. 

Kraft Foods, headquartered in my district, is 
the proud custodian of Oreo, and Oreo is one 
of the company’s 12 ‘‘billion-dollar’’ brands. 
Enjoyed in more than 100 countries, today the 
Oreo brand is the world’s top selling cookie. 
Here is to another 100 years of Oreo being 
the world’s number one cookie. 
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HONORING CONNOR S. THOMAS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Connor S. Thom-
as. Connor is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 180, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Connor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Connor has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Con-
nor has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Connor S. Thomas for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

HONORING THE MODESTO CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE ON 100 
YEARS OF BUSINESS LEADER-
SHIP 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the rich heritage of 
the Modesto Chamber of Commerce as they 
celebrate 100 years of business leadership in 
the Central Valley. 

Anniversaries such as this provide an op-
portunity for us to reflect upon the significant 
impact our local businesses, both large and 
small, have on job creation and economic 
growth. It is critical that we continue to in-
crease opportunities for business owners and 
entrepreneurs to take risks and succeed, so 
that they are able to grow, innovate, and cre-
ate jobs. Throughout the years, the Chamber 
has stayed true to its mission statement, 
which is ‘‘to promote the region’s economic 
strengths and vitality; identify and promote 
services that are valuable to our members; ad-
vocate for public policy that is advantageous 
to the business community; and fully partici-
pate and partner in activities to improve quality 
of life.’’ 

Also celebrating 100 years is the iconic Mo-
desto Arch. The Arch was erected by the 
founders of the Modesto Chamber of Com-
merce as a symbol to promote the city, and 
remains as a welcome when you enter down-
town Modesto with the ever present slogan 
‘‘Water, Wealth, Contentment, Health.’’ 

I would also like to recognize the following 
six businesses for their continuous member-
ship in the Modesto Chamber of Commerce 
for the past 100 years: Foster Farms, Bank of 
America, Pacific Bell/ATT, Chicago Title Com-
pany, Pacific Gas & Electric, and J.S. West. 
They should all be commended for the com-
munity support and dedication to the city of 
Modesto. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
with the Modesto Chamber of Commerce on a 
day where we recognize not only where we 
have been, but the tremendous opportunities 
we have ahead in our efforts to fulfill our vi-
sion for the future. Congratulations on the past 
100 years, and I wish you the best success in 
the years to come. 
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HONORING EVAN JONATHAN 
LINARD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Evan Jonathan 
Linard. Evan is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Evan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 

many years Evan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Evan 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Evan Jonathan Linard for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FOX-WIS-
CONSIN HERITAGE PARKWAY NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE AREA ACT OF 
2012 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2012 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to join my colleagues . . . in intro-
ducing the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway 
National Heritage Area Act of 2012, legislation 
which would designate the Fox-Wisconsin 
Heritage Parkway as a National Heritage 
Area. I am also pleased that Senator KOHL is 
introducing companion legislation in the Sen-
ate. 

The National Park Service defines National 
Heritage Areas as: 

. . . places where natural, cultural, his-
toric and scenic resources combine to form a 
cohesive, nationally important landscape 
arising from patterns of human activity 
shaped by geography. These patterns make 
National Heritage Areas representatives of 
the American experience through the phys-
ical features that remain and the traditions 
that have evolved in them. These regions are 
acknowledged by Congress for their capacity 
to tell important stories about our nation. 
Continued use of National Heritage Areas by 
people whose traditions helped to shape the 
landscape enhances their significance. 

The Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, 
which runs through parts of 15 counties 
throughout Wisconsin, marks the route taken 
in 1673 by explorers Father Jacques Mar-
quette and Louis Joliet as they traveled from 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi River. This 
journey is an integral part of Wisconsin’s and 
our nation’s development. We should do all 
that we can to preserve it so that future gen-
erations have an appreciation for our country’s 
unique history, culture and heritage. 

Establishing the Fox Wisconsin Heritage 
Parkway as a National Heritage Area will ac-
complish that preservation goal in a cost-effec-
tive manner. By utilizing public-private partner-
ships, the National Heritage Area designation 
can serve as a structure to coordinate the ac-
tivities of businesses, non-profits and residents 
so they can highlight their region’s unique con-
tributions to America’s national story. 

Again, I am very pleased to support this re-
gion’s designation as a National Heritage 
Area, and I ask for my colleagues’ support in 
this effort. 
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